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Governor Terry McAuliffe today announced two federal grants that will improve services, supports and information availability for early intervention and education of children with disabilities. The grants are awarded through the Virginia Board for People with Disabilities, Virginia’s Developmental Disabilities Council. 

“Improving and expanding services for individuals and families with disabilities is imperative to ensuring that all Virginians have access to the tools they need to succeed,” said Governor McAuliffe. “Securing these federal grants is a big step forward for the private and public institutions in Virginia that work to provide care and assistance to those with disabilities, and I commend the Virginia Board for People with Disabilities for their hard work on this issue. We will continue to ensure all children, adults, and their families in Virginia have the resources they need to achieve their dreams and realize their full potential”.  

The Virginia Hospital Research and Education Foundation will receive $125,000 for its Virginia Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU) Early Intervention Collaborative, a statewide program designed to increase access to early intervention services for infants who have spent time in a NICU and may be at risk of developmental delay. 


The Virginia Department of Education (DOE) will also receive $150,000 for its project “Adult Curriculum on Critical Decision Making Points for Students with Disabilities.”

Read the full news release about these two new Grants here.
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Today the United States Supreme Court declined to hear a challenge to the FLSA Home Care Rule. The Supreme Court's refusal to hear the challenge means that the Rule will remain intact and fully in effect across the entire home care industry. This includes all self direction programs.
 
Please click here to view DOL Secretary Perez's statement on the decision.
If you have questions about the Rule's impact in your program, please contact us here.
 
Sincerely, 
 
Your team at the National Resource Center for Participant-Directed Services (NRCPDS).
Phone: 617-552-6582
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June 29, 2016

A message from Kathy Greenlee to our colleagues in the 
aging and disability networks
Dear colleagues,

Earlier today, I shared the news with my staff that I will be leaving ACL at the end of July. Edwin Walker, who currently serves as the Deputy Assistant Secretary for Aging, will assume the roles of Acting Administrator of ACL and Acting Assistant Secretary for Aging. 
This kind of announcement is really hard. On one hand, it’s no surprise to anyone. It’s an election year, and new administrations mean new administrators. This is how the system works – and it’s good that it does. It’s good to get a fresh perspective and new energy. 
But it is still really hard to leave. This has been a wonderful experience and an extremely rewarding seven years. And as I told the ACL team, I am proud of what we have done together. We have brought our communities together in a way that gives us a larger voice and more influence, and ultimately makes us more successful as advocates. 
Consolidating aging and disability work in one place raised some eyebrows. These seemed like very different groups of people. And they are. But there are a lot of similarities in the services and supports people need in order to live independently. So it made sense to bring the federal efforts to support community living together under one umbrella.
But it worked because you made the leap of faith with us. You worked with us to build the agency the right way from the beginning, and you’ve continued to work with us as the agency has grown. I want you to know how much I appreciate your advice, support, and even your tough assessments. We’re better because of it.    
It has been my great honor and privilege to work with you. I am grateful to Edwin Walker for stepping into these roles. And I am looking forward to seeing ACL continue to build upon the foundation we’ve created together. 
Kathy
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NOTE: we forward this announcement from the HHS Office of Civil Rights to you as a courtesy. Please contact them directly with any questions. A link to the Office of Civil Rights' website is at the bottom of this message.

OCR Issues Guidance and Resources for Long Term Care Facilities
The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services’ (HHS) Office for Civil Rights (OCR) has issued new guidance to assist long term care facilities in complying with their civil rights responsibilities and obligations under regulations by the HHS Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services that require facilities which are Medicare and/or Medicaid-certified to ensure their residents receive services in the most integrated setting appropriate to their needs.
A critical responsibility of long term care facilities is to make referrals to appropriate community assessment agencies.  These referrals will help individuals successfully transition into the community.   
Under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act (Section 504) and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), long term care facilities that receive Federal financial assistance cannot discriminate against individuals based on disability.  The U.S. Supreme Court  further clarified in its Olmstead v. L.C. decision that discrimination includes unnecessary segregation of persons with disabilities and continued placement in an inpatient facility when the resident could live in a more integrated setting. 
In order to assess placement needs among residents, CMS regulations mandate that long term care facilities routinely administer the Minimum Data Set (MDS), a standardized assessment tool for all residents in a Medicare and/or Medicaid-certified long term care facility.  Through analysis of the MDS data and collecting information from a large sample of facilities, OCR has found many long term care facilities are misinterpreting the requirements of the MDS or inadequately administering the MDS.  In particular, long term care facilities are not referring residents who are interested in living in the community to appropriate referral sources.
This new guidance provides a series of recommendations for steps that long term care facilities can take to ensure the MDS is properly used to facilitate compliance with Section 504 and to avoid discriminatory practices towards residents.
Click here to read the guidance.
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Colleagues: 
The Rehabilitation Services Administration (RSA) announces registration is now open for the first of three regional meetings on the changes to the program-specific requirements under the Rehabilitation Act.  We invite State VR agencies; RSA-funded technical assistance centers; and stakeholders, including State Rehabilitation Councils, employers and business associations, service providers, advocacy organizations, and other organizations representing individuals with disabilities, to attend this first regional meeting being held: 
Tuesday, August 9, 2016:
            Lyndon Baines Johnson Auditorium
            400 Maryland Avenue, SW
            Washington, DC

States to Attend:
Alabama, Connecticut, Delaware, District of Columbia, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, Mississippi, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, Puerto Rico, Rhode Island, South Carolina, Tennessee, Vermont, Virgin Islands, Virginia, West Virginia

TO REGISTER, PLEASE CLICK HERE.

Registration details:
Due to seating limitations, RSA requests that you attend the session to which your organization was assigned. Each person attending must register separately. Be sure to include all requested information, and use your name as it appears on your government or employer issued photo ID. At the end of the first 30 days of registration, all unused registration slots will be made available to other State VR agencies and stakeholders on a first-come, first-served basis, regardless of the regional meeting location. RSA encourages you to register as soon as possible. Registration for this meeting closes on August 7, 2016. The agenda is attached and will be posted on the RSA website.

The registration process consists of five steps.
* In Step 1: choose the organization you are representing. 
* In Step 2: enter your name and contact information. 
* In Step 3: the system will send you an email to confirm your contact information. You must 
   click the confirmation link in this email within two hours. 
* In Step 4: the system will send a second email confirming that your email address 
   confirmation was received and is being processed by RSA.
* In Step 5: RSA will contact you by email to confirm your registration.
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Note: The web links in this document may change over time. DARS does not attempt to refresh the links once the week has passed. 
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