ANESTHESIOLOGY

Anesthesia care is provided by, or under the medical direction of a physician anesthesiologist. This anesthesia care may include but is not limited to general, regional, monitored anesthesia care, supplementation of local anesthesia, or other supportive services in order to afford the patient the anesthesia care deemed optimal by the anesthesiologist during any procedure. Any such professional anesthesia care is reported as though an anesthetic were administered. DARS allows an anesthesia fee when the anesthesia is administered by a Medical Doctor anesthesiologist. The standard fee will be 35% of the surgical fee, with a minimum of $100. This fee includes the administration of fluids, including blood, which are incidental to the surgery, as well as routine preoperative and postoperative patient visits.

When a patient has reached the desired level of anesthesia from an anesthesiologist, a CRNA (Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetist) may monitor the patient’s vital signs, (i.e., respiratory and heart rate, O2 level, etc.) until the surgery has been completed. At this time, the MD anesthesiologist will awaken the patient and move him or her to the recovery room where the patient remains until the patient is awake and cognizant.

CRNA’s must be employed by a MD anesthesiologist, or group thereof, to receive monetary benefit at the discretion of the employer. DARS’ payment to the MD anesthesiologist includes any monetary benefit to a CRNA when one is utilized. DARS makes no separate payment for a CRNA. CRNA’s who are employed by a hospital (facility) are to receive negotiated monetary benefit from the employer, but none from DARS.
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X1600  Anesthesiology.........................................      --

