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Part B Payments Processed

First quarter Part B Payments have been processed. Centers should see payments this week, of course allowing time for snow closures. If there are questions please direct them to Theresa Preda or Eleanor Williams.
 

 
CIL Day and SILC Meeting Next Week

The DARS Independent Living Team looks forward to seeing everyone next week at CIL DAY! Please stop in at the Statewide Independent Living Council Meeting, February 4, if you have the opportunity. The meeting will be held at the DARS Central Office. 
 

Your Input Into 2017-2019 State Plan for Independent Living (SPIL)
 
Comment on the SPIL Planning Process is very important. A quick review of comment to date shows that two Planning Districts covered by Centers have been unresponsive. Please ensure that consumers and advocates alike have the opportunity to respond in this important process.  Comment below:

The public commenting period for the next SPIL is going on now.  The public input form is “live” and available online at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Va_SILC_State_Plan_2015.  Hard copies of the completed forms are also welcomed and accepted.   The SILC will provide stipends to all CILs that are getting the word out to their consumers and communities and generating responses.  Public commenting on the SPIL will be available through February 1, 2016, allowing plenty of time to get feedback from as many interested individuals as possible.   Thanks to the CILs for their assistance in this endeavor.  If you have any questions, contact Rhonda Jeter at Rhonda.jeter@dars.virginia.gov.

 
 

ACL-Caregivers Research
 Webinar agenda:
·        Introductory remarks from ACL, Margaret Campbell, NIDILRR Office of Research Sciences and Elena Fazio, Office of Performance and Evaluation
·        Setting the Context, Ruth Brannon, NIDILRR Office of Research Sciences
·        Translating a Wellness Promotion Intervention for Individuals with Aging with Physical Disabilities: State of the Science and Next Steps, Ivan Molton, PhD, Associate Professor, Department of Rehabilitation Medicine, University of Washington
·        Translating Evidence-Based Dementia Caregiving Interventions into Practice: State-of-the-Science and Next Steps, Laura Gitlin, PhD, Professor and Director, Center for Innovative Care in Aging, Johns Hopkins University
·        ACL Comments and Group Discussion
Space is limited. In order to participate please RSVP to Lan Marshall atLan.Marshall@acl.hhs.gov by 2/1/16. You will receive an Outlook meeting invitation with Webex and conference call information upon your reply.
 
 

 
ACL-HUD to Test Housing Options
 The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) this week announced it is making approximately $15 million available to test a promising housing and services model for low-income seniors to age in their own homes and delay or avoid the need for nursing home care.
HUD’s Supportive Services Demonstration for Elderly Households in HUD-Assisted Multifamily Housing will offer three-year grants to eligible owners of HUD-assisted senior housing developments to cover the cost of a full-time Enhanced Service Coordinator and a part-time Wellness Nurse. The purpose of the Demonstration is to test the effectiveness of this enhanced supportive services model for elderly households and to evaluate the value of enhanced service coordination paired with affordable housing for seniors.
Read HUD’s Notice of Funding Availability
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ACL-Transportation Grant Opportunities
 Conference call to answer questions about the grants: Jan. 27, 2016
Application deadline: March 18, 2016
Your organization can now apply for a new round of ACL-funded demonstration grants. The grants seek to make transportation more responsive to the needs of people with disabilities and older adults by giving consumers a voice in the design and implementation of coordinated transportation systems. 
Learn more about the grants and the conference call atwww.transitplanning4all.org.
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Inclusive Transportation Planning Grants in Action: Giving Riders a Voice and Making Dialysis Less Stressful
ACL's Eric Weakly and the Federal Transit Administration's Rik Opstelten describe how Ride Connection  in Portland, Ore. is using its inclusive transportation planning grant to make getting to and from dialysis less stressful.
Dialysis patients generally receive treatment several times per week, and missing a session can have real health consequences. Unfortunately, getting to treatment can be a challenge, and programs that try to address the problem often do not understand the unique needs of these patients. This can create as many problems as the program seeks to resolve.
For many dialysis patients, rides that do not show up and waiting hours to go home are familiar experiences.
As Troyce Crucchiola, a dialysis patient in Portland, OR describes it, “our lives are so much about hurrying up to wait.”
Often the problem is a disconnect between those developing and running the program and the consumers who are using it.
“All of the people in transportation know that they move dialysis patients, they know that we go to and from treatment, the drivers know that they have people in their cars they bring home from dialysis that don’t look good, that don’t feel good, that just want to go home…” Crucchiola said in an interview with Portland Radio Project, “but as far as the process and what we go through and what is involved, they don’t know that.”
What if those developing and running the programs did know?
Read more.
 
 
 
 
Opportunities Impacting Employment for People With Disabilities
Due to your work and the work of others, unprecedented opportunities to impact disability employment are happening everywhere.

Just think,

-WIOA
-we're winning in the courts, http://www.ada.gov/olmstead/olmstead_cases_list2.htm
-a Grand Jury is investigating AbilityOne
-Federal agents raided the Goodwill in Memphis, http://www.cnn.com/videos/us/2015/09/04/worker-fraud-goodwill-disability-pkg-griffin-ac.cnn
-more and more of you are writing about this, posting, etc.
-mainstream press is taking interest in the AbilityOne investigation and related issues,http://fortune.com/2016/01/21/feds-investigate-corruption/
-following the call to action, https://nfb.org/leading-organizations-americans-disabilities-call-reform-abilityone-program, a white paper (what do we want, when do we want it) is in the works
-meetings with DOJ and the WH are in the works
-calls for resignations are in the works
-733 people have signed a petition, need a 1,000 by next week, https://www.change.org/p/abilityone-reform-the-ability-one-program-for-people-with-disabilities

Remember Gloria's words, 

https://www.facebook.com/SelfAdvocacyOnline/videos/1015572385169863/?fref=nf

and ask yourself, who are our allies.

Thanks,

Mark Johnson
Director of Advocacy
404-350-7490
http://www.shepherd.org
 
 

 
 
Design and Construction Accessibility Training
	Demystify Accessibility with this Training on Fair Housing and Accessibility! February 24, 2016 
The Virginia Housing Alliance is excited to announce the first training to be hosted by its new training center, the Virginia Housing Education and Learning Partnership (VA-HELP). The Fair Housing Accessibility Training will be held on Wednesday, February 24, 2016 at 1pm at VHDA's Virginia Housing Center located at 4224 Cox Road in Glen Allen, VA.
This training is approved for continuing education credits by the American Institute of Architects! It will be a great opportunity to receive CE credits while gaining valuable knowledge about fair housing and accessibility.
Robert S. Ardinger, President of Ardinger Consultants and Associates will facilitate this training session on the Fair Housing Design and Construction Accessibility Requirements. Mr. Ardinger is a nationally recognized expert on civil rights for persons with disabilities and civil rights- legislation including the Architectural Barriers Act, the Americans with Disabiliites Act, the Fair Housing Amendments Act, and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act. He has over 30 years of experience in policy development and program planning and management at both the federal and state levels.
The training will cover basic terms and concepts regarding major civil rights laws and principles of accessibility, basic design principles and guidelines, reasonable accomodation and reasonable modification, and the future universal design market. 
Scholarships are available for young professionals, students, and nonprofit employees interested in attending the training. Click here to apply for a scholarship!
Click here to register for the Fair Housing Accessibility Training!


 
 
 
Virginia Board for People With Disabilities RFP Announcement
 
 The Virginia Board for People with Disabilities has approximately $125,000 available for Federal Fiscal Year 2017 grant awards, which are 100% federally funded by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Community Living, Administration on Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities. One project related to early intervention for infants and toddlers is outlined in the FFY 2017 RFP booklet; however, multiple awards are possible. The deadline for Letters of Interest is January 29, 2016. You can find more information at www.vaboard.org/grants.htm.
 
 
 
 
Theresa Preda
Director of Independent Living
Community Based Services
Department for Aging and Rehabilitative Services
8004 Franklin Farms Drive
Richmond, Virginia   23229
Phone 804-662-7078 or 1-800-552-5019
Email address: theresa.preda@DARS.virginia.gov
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