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Comments now being taken - Medicaid Waiver Amendments
The Department of Medical Assistance Services (DMAS) and Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services (DBHDS) will welcome public comment regarding the submission to the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) amendments to the following 1915(c) Home and Community Based Services (HCBS) Medicaid Waivers: Intellectual Disability (ID); Individual and Family Developmental Disability (DD) Supports; Day Support (DS).
 
The 1915(c) HCBS waiver amendments can be located at: 
 www.dbhds.virginia.gov/individuals-and-families/developmental-disabilities  
www.dmas.virginia.gov/Content_pgs/ltc-home.aspx
 
Virginia has partnered with stakeholders and national experts to transform the Medicaid Intellectual and Developmental Disability (I/DD) waiver system.  The intent of the amendments is to offer waiver services designed to assure that people with disabilities have the supports needed to live lives of quality and meaning integrated in the community.  The amendments:
1. Achieve consistency, equity, quality and accountability across waivers
1. Unify eligibility implementing a single DD eligibility criterion
1. Implement one process to qualify for and access I/DD supports
1. Provide services and funding based on individual needs
1. Include new services that create more choices and opportunity
The public comment period closes on Monday, February 29,
at 5:00 p.m. Eastern Standard Time (EST).
 
Instructions for Public Comment Submission:
Electronic Submission- If you are submitting comments, please ensure comments are labeled by waiver and by appendix.  Comments should be sent to mylifemycommunity@dbhds.virginia.gov 

Comments may also be sent via U.S. Mail or fax to:
Deanna Parker
The Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services
PO Box 1797
Richmond, Virginia 23218-1797
Fax: Deanna Parker, (804) 692-0077
 





Wheelchair access and ride share network service
http://www.legis.ga.gov/Legislation/en-US/display/20152016/HB/791

A BILL to be entitled an Act to amend Part 4 of Article 3 of Chapter 1 of Title 40 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to ride share network services and transportation referral services, so as to require ride share network services and transportation referral services to provide access to wheelchair accessible vehicles; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

 

 

APS Guidelines Comment Period Extended
 ACL is committed to supporting states in developing effective Adult Protective Services (APS) systems to ensure all older Americans and people with disabilities have similar protections and access to services, regardless of where they live. 
As part of these efforts, last summer we released Draft Voluntary Consensus Guidelines for State APS Systems and asked for your feedback. 
We appreciate the many thoughtful comments we received and are pleased to reopen the comment period thru Monday, February 8th, to offer an additional opportunity for feedback from the public.
Click here to review the draft guidelines and submit comments.
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CDC Announces Critical Component in Elder Abuse Fight 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has released the much-anticipated Elder Abuse Surveillance: Uniform Definitions and Recommended Core Data Elements (PDF).
The field of elder justices has long struggled with the challenge of comparing data from different jurisdictions or sources, each of which uses their own definition of "abuse" or "neglect." By establishing and normalizing consistent definitions and data elements, it should become easier to compare apples to apples in order to better understand, and more effectively combat, elder abuse.
CDC worked with a wide range of stakeholders, including ACL, to develop these recommendations, which are consistent with ACL's National Adult Maltreatment Reporting System (NAMRS) initiative.
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Age in Action quarterly winter 2016 issue


Greetings for the winter. I am pleased to attach a PDF copy of the new winter 2016 issue of the quarterly Age in Action, published by VCoA and DARS.

This issue features a case study on PALETTE, an intergenerational arts and movement program that pairs older adults and pre-clinical health care professions students with notable benefits to both parties. This issue also has a good variety of articles: a piece by respected gerontologist Erdman Palmore on humor about aging; research on associations found between negative attitudes about aging held by individuals during mid-life and structural brain losses found in their later life; a brief overview of two of the objectives of our new Geriatrics Workforce Enhancement Program (GWEP); surprising data on extra sugar found in supposedly healthy drinks; and more. There are also editorials on animal cruelty and elder abuse and on legislative advocacy; Calendar notices; and other blurbs and items. As you'll see, much of the content is generalizable.

Please consider sending in essays and Calendar events. We'd be happy to add newcomers to our e-mail distribution list. Tell people that they can write me directly at eansello@vcu.edu and I'll add them.

With best wishes,

Edward F. Ansello, Ph.D.
Director, Virginia Center on Aging
School of Allied Health Professions
Director, Virginia Geriatric Education Center
Virginia Commonwealth University
Richmond, VA 23298-0229
(804) 828-1525
 



 
Webinar: Translating Evidence-Based Practices to Community Settings for People Aging with Disabilities and their Caregivers: Gaps and Opportunities
Thursday, Feb. 4, 2016, 1:00 - 2:30pm ET
Webinar agenda:
1. Introductory remarks from ACL, Margaret Campbell, NIDILRR Office of Research Sciences and Elena Fazio, Office of Performance and Evaluation
1. Setting the Context, Ruth Brannon, NIDILRR Office of Research Sciences
1. Translating a Wellness Promotion Intervention for Individuals with Aging with Physical Disabilities: State of the Science and Next Steps, Ivan Molton, PhD, Associate Professor, Department of Rehabilitation Medicine, University of Washington
1. Translating Evidence-Based Dementia Caregiving Interventions into Practice: State-of-the-Science and Next Steps, Laura Gitlin, PhD, Professor and Director, Center for Innovative Care in Aging, Johns Hopkins University
1. ACL Comments and Group Discussion
Space is limited. In order to participate please RSVP to Lan Marshall at Lan.Marshall@acl.hhs.gov by 2/1/16. You will receive an Outlook meeting invitation with Webex and conference call information upon your reply






Submit today! 2016 HCBS Conference Call for Sessions Now Open!
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	Submit your session today 
to be a part of the go-to conference on home and community services for older adults and people with disabilities!




	Thinking of Presenting at This Year's Conference?
The National Association of States United for Aging and Disabilities (NASUAD) is pleased to announce the Call for Sessions for the 2016 National Home and Community Based Services Conference, August 29-September 1, 2016 in Washington D.C.

This conference offers a unique blend of policy, program, and practice issues for professionals interested in home and community based services for individuals of all abilities and in all settings.  Proposals are currently being accepted for one hour and fifteen minute workshops.

We are seeking original, thought-provoking education sessions that enable national attendees to hear about creative approaches, new ideas, innovative models and emerging trends as well as topics that address the pressing issues facing aging and disability programs.

Presenting provides an unparalleled opportunity to share new ideas or highlight noteworthy projects, research, and practices with your peers and other professionals. 
The Call for Sessions for the 2016 HCBS Conference will be open from January 19th - February 29th.  

Click here to learn more and submit your session.



		Submit Today!






	
NASUAD | HCBS Conference | 202.898.2578 | info@nasuad.org










2016 Presidential Primary 
Good morning Voter Registration Partners,

Please forward to attached memo to your local offices..




Garry E. Ellis
Virginia Department of Elections
Certified Virginia Registered Election Official [VREO VA-196]
NVRA/Voter Registration Coordinator
1100 Bank St
Richmond, VA 23219
garry.ellis@elections.virginia.gov
(804) 864-8910 - Direct
(800) 552-9745  ext. 48910 - Toll Free

 




2016 NVRA Designated Agency Training—Register FEB 12!
Good Morning Voter Registration Partners,

This is reminder of the upcoming deadline to register for the 2016 NVRA Designated Agency training which falls on Feb 12, 2016.  I cannot emphasize enough the importance that someone from local offices attends one of the scheduled training sessions.  As I continually review the applications submitted by local NVRA Designated State agencies, it is apparent that this training is needed.  Too many of the applications being submitted will be denied because the applications are not completed properly.  
Should you have any questions, feel free to contact me by telephone at (804) 864-8910 or email at garry.ellis@elections.virginia.gov.




Garry E. Ellis
Virginia Department of Elections
Certified Virginia Registered Election Official [VREO VA-196]
NVRA/Voter Registration Coordinator
1100 Bank St
Richmond, VA 23219
garry.ellis@elections.virginia.gov
(804) 864-8910 - Direct
(800) 552-9745  ext. 48910 - Toll Free






VBPD now accepting applications for 2016 Youth Leadership Forum
YLF is a personal, leadership, and career development training program for rising high school juniors and seniors with developmental and other disabilities who have demonstrated leadership potential and motivation. Twenty-five YLF Delegates and three alternates are chosen through a competitive application process administered statewide.

This four-day, all-expenses-paid event will be held on a university campus in Central Virginia, Hampton Roads, or the Charlottesville area (exact location to be determined). The 2016 YLF will take place EITHER July 24-28 OR Aug. 2-6. Students with disabilities of all ethnic and cultural backgrounds are encouraged to apply.

THE DEADLINE TO APPLY IS MARCH 31, 2016.

http://www.vaboard.org/ylf.htm




 
Theresa Preda
Director of Independent Living
Community Based Services
Department for Aging and Rehabilitative Services
8004 Franklin Farms Drive
Richmond, Virginia   23229
Phone 804-662-7078 or 1-800-552-5019
Email address: theresa.preda@DARS.virginia.gov
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