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Brain Injury Association of Virginia (BIAV) Annual Conference
Opening Doors: Communities, Partnerships, Opportunities
Saturday, March 5, 2016
Westin Richmond Hotel
Registration: 7:30 a.m. — 8:30 a.m.
Conference: 8:30 a.m. — 4:30 p.m. 
CEUs offered for professionals

Online registration for the conference has closed. If you would like to register, please contact the office at 804-355-5748. 
Please visit the link below for more information on the Annual Brain Injury Association of Virginia Conference for information on breakout sessions and speakers.  
http://biav.net/biav-conference.htm





2016 Youth Leadership Forum
The Virginia Board for People with Disabilities is now accepting applications for its 2016 Youth Leadership Forum.  YLF is a personal, leadership, and career development training program for rising high school juniors and seniors with developmental and other disabilities who have demonstrated leadership potential and motivation. Twenty-five YLF Delegates and three alternates are chosen through a competitive application process administered statewide.

This four-day, all-expenses-paid event will be held on a university campus in Central Virginia, Hampton Roads, or the Charlottesville area (exact location to be determined). The 2016 YLF will take place EITHER July 24-28 OR Aug. 2-6. Students with disabilities of all ethnic and cultural backgrounds are encouraged to apply.

THE DEADLINE TO APPLY IS MARCH 31, 2016.
http://www.vaboard.org/ylf.htm
This event is free and open to the public. Light hors d'oeuvres will be served.


 
Public Comments Accepted on Medicaid Waiver Amendments through Feb. 29 
		
The Department of Medical Assistance Services (DMAS) and Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services (DBHDS) will welcome public comment regarding the submission to the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) amendments to the following 1915(c) Home and Community Based Services (HCBS) Medicaid Waivers: Intellectual Disability (ID); Individual and Family Developmental Disability (DD) Supports; Day Support (DS).
 
The 1915(c) HCBS waiver amendments can be located at: 
 www.dbhds.virginia.gov/individuals-and-families/developmental-disabilities  
www.dmas.virginia.gov/Content_pgs/ltc-home.aspx

 
Virginia has partnered with stakeholders and national experts to transform the Medicaid Intellectual and Developmental Disability (I/DD) waiver system.  The intent of the amendments is to offer waiver services designed to assure that people with disabilities have the supports needed to live lives of quality and meaning integrated in the community.  The amendments:
1. Achieve consistency, equity, quality and accountability across waivers
1. Unify eligibility implementing a single DD eligibility criterion
1. Implement one process to qualify for and access I/DD supports
1. Provide services and funding based on individual needs
1. Include new services that create more choices and opportunity
The public comment period closes on Monday, February 29,
at 5:00 p.m. Eastern Standard Time (EST).
 
Instructions for Public Comment Submission:
Electronic Submission- If you are submitting comments, please ensure comments are labeled by waiver and by appendix.  Comments should be sent to mylifemycommunity@dbhds.virginia.gov 

Comments may also be sent via U.S. Mail or fax to:
Deanna Parker
The Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services
PO Box 1797
Richmond, Virginia 23218-1797
Fax: Deanna Parker, (804) 692-0077

Comments may be sent within the body of an email 
or placed within a Microsoft Word document. 
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		SHARE THIS EMAIL 
Keeping Virginians informed about disability services and issues is one of our most important responsibilities! Thank you for sharing this information. 
 
JOIN MAILING LIST
VBPD does not share your contact information without your permission. The Board shares your concern about privacy and unwanted correspondence, especially junk email. We limit our communications to information you need to be more knowledgeable about issues affecting people with disabilities.
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Highlighting ADA25 Activities Around the State (Insight Enterprises Peninsula Center for Independent Living) Please see the attached story and pictures below from this spectacular event celebrating the anniversary of the ADA: 




   


 
Virginia Housing Alliance
Yesterday was what they call “Budget Sunday” in the General Assembly, which is when House Appropriations and Senate Finance release their own biennial FY16-FY18 state budgets in response to the Governor’s proposed budget. We’ve included a chart below that gives a side- by- side comparison of how the housing related items we are tracking were treated in each budget. The next step is for each chamber to pass their version of the State budget and for select members of House Appropriations and Senate Finance to go into conference where they will reconcile the differences between the House and Senate budgets and submit a single budget back to the Governor for his signature. Stay tuned for more chances to take action as the budget process continues to progress!

	Budget Item
	Governor’s Proposed FY16-18 budget
	House Budget
	Senate Budget

	Housing Trust Fund
	$10M a year
	$4M a year 
	$6M a year

	Permanent Supportive Housing
	$2.14M a year
	$3.5M FY17, 
$4.3M FY18
	$4.3M a year

	Rapid Rehousing
	$1M a year
	$2.5M a year
	$1M a year

	Fostering Futures
	$1M FY17,
$3M FY18
	Eliminates funding
	$1M FY17,
$3M FY18

	PACT Funding
	$6.8M a year
	$8.8M a year
	$9.65M a year

	Grocery Investment Fund
	$5M a year
	Eliminates funding
	$1.25M a year

	ID/DD Rental Assistance
	$1.87M FY17,
$3.75M FY18
	$1.87M FY17,
$3.75M FY18
	$1.87M FY17,
$3.75M FY18


A few things to note from the chart above:
-The Governor’s budget included $10 million a year for the Housing Trust Fund, a $6 million a year increase over the current funding amount. The house budget flat funded the HTF keeping it at $4 million a year, and the Senate budget included $6 million a year, keeping $2 million a year of the Governor’s additional funding. Our next chance for advocating for this increase will be when the budget goes into conference
-The House budget includes an increase in funding for rapid rehousing by $1.5 million a year over the Governor’s budget, bringing the total to $2.5 million a year or $5 million over the biennium. There is language in that item specifying the funds should be prioritized for veterans, victims of domestic abuse and those with mental illnesses.
-Both the House and Senate budgets include increases in Permanent Supportive Housing (PSH) and Programs of Assertive Community Treatment (PACT) funding at differing amounts. It should also be noted that the increase in PSH funding in the House budget comes from money redirected from other program’s budgets rather than an allocation of additional general fund dollars.
-Funding for Fostering Futures and the Grocery Investment Fund were both completely eliminated from the House budget and included in the Senate budget (only partially for the Grocery Investment Fund).
-The House included a notable eligibility change for uninsured adults with serious mental illness (SMI) seeking to benefit from the Governor’s Access Plan, a program established in 2015 to provide primary and behavioral health services and care coordination to this population. The bill proposes to raise the eligibility threshold from 60% of federal poverty level to 80%, which would give many more Virginians not otherwise eligible for any state or federal full benefits program including: Medicaid, FAMIS, Medicare, or TriCare; access to health care and other wrap around services.
For more info on these and our other 2016 legislative issues, please visit http://vahousingalliance.org/policy-advocacy/state/   




Disability Visibility Project – A National Oral History Project~
 
[image: ]

Disability Visibility Project (DVP), an online community dedicated to recording, amplifying, and sharing disability stories and culture. In partnership with StoryCorps, a national oral history non-profit dedicated to recording the stories of all Americans, the DVP allows people to tell their stories on their own terms with StoryCorps archiving them for posterity. The DVP aims to collect the diverse voices of people in the disability community and preserve their history for all, especially underrepresented groups
http://disabilityvisibilityproject.com/ 



NCIL Legislative & Advocacy Priorities
 https://t.e2ma.net/message/z8oxj/vp7n8c
The spring edition of NCIL’s Legislative & Advocacy Priorities is now available at the NCIL website. 
This document contains specific information on the national legislative and policy priorities identified biannually by the NCIL membership, including funding for the Independent Living Program, healthcare and long-term care, housing, transportation, education, and more.  
Please share this document with your Center or SILC staff, board, and the Senators and Representatives who serve your districts. 
Contact NCIL for further information on the issues discussed in this document. 
1. NCIL Legislative & Advocacy Priorities (PDF)
1. NCIL Legislative & Advocacy Priorities (plain text)
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Marcia DuBois
Livable Communities Coordinator
Department for Aging and Rehabilitative Services
8004 Franklin Farms Drive
Henrico, VA 23229
(804) 662-7083 Office
(800) 552-5019 Toll-Free
(804) 305-9611 Cell
(800) 464-9950 TTY
(804) 662-7663 Fax
Marcia.DuBois@dars.virginia.gov

Virginia’s Blueprint for Livable Communities
http://www.vadars.org/vblc/
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