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Ask the Expert!!
 
If you missed the dLCV's open house last week, then you missed the sneak preview of our newest episode in the Ask the Expert Video Series.  But fear not!  You can see it for yourself below. 

In this video, a follow up to our video on advance directives, the dLCV expert explains how "capacity" can affect your ability to create an advance directive.
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Join us for a multitude of educational concurrent and snap sessions, a variety of thought-provoking plenary sessions led by experts in housing, finance and community development, and several networking opportunities at the commonwealth's largest housing event.
Virginia Governor's Housing Conference LLC
Website
 (804) 371-7000 | ghc@dhcd.virginia.gov 
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Please join your SILC peers on March 3, 2016 at 3:00 p.m. EST to discuss How to Integrate the New WIOA Authorities into the Old SPIL Template.
It is likely that you have started writing the State Plan for Independent Living in your state. If so, you've noticed that the template -- the same one that was used before WIOA -- hasn't been updated, yet you need to include the new authorities and other WIOA changes in the document.
· What are the essential components? 
· Where do you fit them in? 
This peer discussion group is organized by the new SILC Training and Technical Assistance Center (a sister project of the SILC-NET) and is co-facilitated by Ann McDaniel, West Virginia SILC Executive Director; Mary Olson, APRIL's Peer Mentor Coordinator and chairperson of the Montana SILC; and Paula McElwee, ILRU's Technical Assistance Coordinator. Please do not forward this invitation outside of SILC staff and members.
To join the group on March 3rd, you will need to dial in to 1.888.652.4360 using code 9205763 and press #.

If you will need real time captioning to participate in the call, please contact Sharon Finney no later than Noon on March 1st at sfinney@ilru.org or 713.797.7129.

Be sure to check out some of the new resources for SILCs on the ILRU website at 
www.silc-net.org. 'Like' our new SILC Connection Facebook and IL-NET TA Blog
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[bookmark: _Just_Released:_2015]University of Virginia Demographics Research Group
State Population growth slows, but not in cities
January 27, 2016 - In contrast to last decade’s rapid population growth, Virginia’s growth moderated since 2010, reaching nearly 8.4 million as of July 1, 2015, according to demographers from the University of Virginia's Weldon Cooper Center for Public Service, which produces the official annual population estimates for Virginia’s cities and counties. 
The slowing overall growth rate is caused by a decrease in the number of people moving into Virginia, an increase in the number of deaths, and a declining birth rate. Migration to Virginia accounts for only 40 percent of population growth, compared to 50 percent a decade ago. Further, and perhaps more significant for short-term trends, is that, as the elderly population increases as a percentage of those living in Virginia, the number of deaths rises steadily. At the same time, many millennials are postponing—or even forgoing—having babies, resulting in a birth rate below what would be expected from this large cohort of peak childbearing-age adults. 
Last year’s growth of 76,000 people in the Commonwealth is heavily concentrated in the urban crescent. Nearly 90 percent of population gains were in the Northern Virginia, Richmond, and Hampton Roads metro areas, and the population in most independent cities across the state has increased since 2010.
View Population Estimates here.
Find more of our work at www.coopercenter.org/demographics
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From the Virginia Board for People with Disabilities - The House Appropriations Committee and the Senate Finance Committee have published their committee- approved amendments to the Governor's proposed biennial budget for State Fiscal Year 2016-2018. 

There are also some amendments to the current budget (2014-2016).  Because the proposals of the House and Senate are different, after each chamber votes on its budget proposal, the Senate and House versions will go to a conference committee.

The Conference committee will agree on a final proposed budget which will then be voted on by both chambers and sent to the Governor for his review and consideration.  The committee approved amendments can be here. 

You can download a PDF file of all amendments or you can click on the title (e.g. House Bill 30 or Senate Bill 30) to view a list of each section.

Many of the amendments of interest to the disability community (Medicaid waivers, consumer directed services, personal care rates, etc.) are found in the Office of Health and Human Resources section of each bill.  Click on the item number for detail on what each amendment proposes.

There is still time to advocate in favor or against budget items in which you have an interest.  Members of the Budget Conference Committee will likely be appointed at the end of this week or early next week.

Click here to view the announcement or visit the VBPD website.
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YLF is a personal, leadership, and career development training program for rising high school juniors and seniors with developmental and other disabilities who have demonstrated leadership potential and motivation. Twenty-five YLF Delegates and three alternates are chosen through a competitive application process administered statewide.

This four-day, all-expenses-paid event will be held on the campus of Virginia State University, at the Gateway Residential Hall and Dining Hall Facility located at 1 Hayden Drive, Petersburg, VA, from Monday, July 25 - Thursday, July 28, 2016. Students with disabilities of all ethnic and cultural backgrounds are encouraged to apply. Find more information and to apply, visit the Board’s Youth Leadership Forum page.

The deadline for applications is March 31, 2016!  Click here to view the announcement or visit the VBPD website. Please share this information!
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Click here for the latest issues of the VDA Weekly E-mailing.
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