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The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) has proposed a new rule to use assessments, such as quality-adjusted-life-years (QALYs), to determine the value of certain treatments under Medicare.  This sort of across-the-board approach to healthcare is in direct opposition to Independent Living and poses real risk to Medicare recipients with disabilities.   We know the medical model doesn’t value our lives and we have to ensure that health and medical decisions are squarely ours to make.  
 
Our colleagues at the Partnership to Improve Patient Care have developed a great opposition letter that you can share with your Senators and Representatives in Congress.  
  
Just click here to learn more and tell Congress to Oppose CMS’ Comparative Effectiveness Proposal!
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As an employment service professional, we know that you have a lot to say about working with employers and supporting jobseekers, including individuals with disabilities. We want to learn from you!   

Please help us better understand the successes and challenges that you experience in your job by completing our anonymous survey. It will take approximately 20 minutes.  

Why are we asking you to do this? And who is asking? •We are the Diversity Partners Project of the Yang-Tan Institute on Employment and Disability at Cornell University in Ithaca, NY.
•We are developing an online learning tool for professionals like you to support your work.
•The Diversity Partners tools and resources will provide strategies to help you and your organization develop strong relationships with business and better support jobseekers with disabilities.
•We need to learn about your real-life experiences to make these tools and resources the best they can be. For you.
 
Your time is valuable! As a token of our appreciation for your completion of the survey, you may choose to enter into a drawing to win an iPad Mini. More information on this is provided at the end of the survey.  Click here to take the survey
 
Participation in the survey is completely voluntary and anonymous. Your answers to open-ended questions may be used verbatim in Diversity Partners materials, but with no identifying information. There are no anticipated risks associated with your decision to participate in the survey. Funding for this project comes from the National Institute on Disability, Independent Living, and Rehabilitation Research (NIDILRR). If you have any questions concerning the survey, please contact Carolina Harris at charris@cornell.edu
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The NCIL Women’s Caucus is pleased to announce nominations for the NCIL Women’s Caucus 2016 IL Hall of Fame Award.  

We are seeking women who are leaders in our movement, who mentor other women in their community, and who work hard to push forward the rights of women with disabilities.  

The caucus is seeking nominations from now until May 31 at 5:00 p.m. Eastern. Winners will be announced at NCIL’s Annual Conference in July.  

If you know someone who fits the bill, please click here to fill out our nomination form.  

In keeping with the theme of the Conference, “Solidarity: Everybody In,” we are looking for nominations that include leaders who work to allow the new generation of IL women to lead.  

We know that the Independent Living Movement began with young leaders and that many young people today are making their mark in the Movement at a younger age. We are looking for nominations about these young women.  

We are also hoping to receive nominations that encompass the full NCIL membership. We hope to have inductees into the hall of fame who have a diverse background when it comes to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, and disability.   

On the first Friday of every month, a group of women who are members of NCIL speak together about important policy issues facing women who have disabilities. We talk about leadership opportunities, mentoring, and most importantly, advocacy strategies.  

We invite you to join these calls and become part of this work! For more information, contact Sarah Launderville at slaunderville@vcil.org or Mary Margaret Moore at mmmoore@ilcnsca.org.
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Earlier this week, the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) published proposed regulations that would ban electrical stimulation devices used as behavioral "treatment." These devices are used to deliver electric shocks as punishment for behaviors in both children and adults with disabilities, and disability advocates have been fighting to end the use of these devices for decades.   

This is an issue that has received much attention from NCIL and other disability rights groups over the last several years. Many of you are familiar with the Judge Rotenberg Center (JRC) in Massachusetts. Despite opposition from previous residents, parents, and disability advocates around the country, JRC continues to use electric shock devices. It is the only institution in the country that still uses them. NCIL, along with other members of the Alliance to Prevent Restraint, Aversive Interventions and Seclusion (APRAIS), has advocated many times for the JRC to end their use of these devices (click here to read the APRAIS letter) and for the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) and the Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services (OSERS) to stop funding the JRC (click here to read the funding letter.   

In 2011, NCIL adopted a resolution of opposition to involuntary electroshock (click here to view the resolution).  Decades of evidence has shown that the use of these devices is incredibly dangerous, posing risks to both psychological and physical health. Additionally, and equally important, the use of electric shock devices is incredibly cruel and dehumanizing.  

The FDA has finally determined that these devices present an unreasonable and substantial risk of illness or injury, and they are proposing to ban both new devices and those already in distribution and use. This ban is long overdue, and we need to let them know that we strongly support this decision!  

Please submit comments in support of the ban. Comments are due on Wednesday, May 25, 2016. You can submit them online here (click the "comment now" button), or you can mail your comments to: Division of Dockets Management (HFA-305), Food and Drug Administration, 5630 Fishers Lane, Rm. 1061, Rockville, MD 20852. If you are submitting comments that you would like to be held confidential, you must submit them by mail.    

We urge you to take a few moments to express your support of this ban. We know that the JRC and their supporters will be flooding the FDA with comments opposing this ban, and we need to make sure they hear from all of us who support it!
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COURSE DATES: June 6-24, 2016
REGISTRATION DEADLINE: May 20, 2016
COURSE FEES: The course fee is $100 per participant.   
PURPOSE: This course will assist participants in understanding, accessing, and expanding the funding sources, systems, planning processes, and programs involved in community-based housing for persons with disabilities.
TARGET AUDIENCE: IL Center Staff, especially administrators, housing specialists, and advocates; it may also be of benefit to CIL board members, and staff and members of Statewide Independent Living Councils.
COURSE OBJECTIVES: Upon completion of the course, participants will be able to: identify and match major sources of federal or state funding for housing to consumer needs; implement effective advocacy strategies to expand housing resources for people with disabilities; play a significant role in your community's housing planning processes; and forge alliances with key housing partners.
FORMAT: Participants will read assignments in the online course manual, complete exercises assigned by the instructor, and interact daily with the instructor and other students in an online discussion forum  
For more information and registration, click here.
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Ever wondered how personal a voice can be? Did you know that each one of us has a unique voiceprint that conveys our personality, physical size, age, gender, race, intellectual ability, attractiveness, sexual orientation, and even personality? What happens to an individual's sense of identity when using impersonal, machine produced voices?
To get answers to these and related questions, RSVP here for the FREE webinar with Dr. Rupal Patel, lead investigator of the VocaliD project and creator of BeSpoke voices, a Human Voicebank of custom crafted voices!
When: May 26th at 4:00 - 5:00 PM ET
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Join us for the 2016 HCBS Conference!
Join us for the National Home and Community Based Services (HCBS) Conference held in Washington, DC, August 29 - September 1. The Conference offers a unique blend of policy, program, and practice issues for professionals interested in home and community based services for individuals of all abilities and in all settings. Quickly becoming the "go-to" conference for learning in the expanding field of HCBS and long-term services and supports, the Conference allows states to share best practices, present unique partnerships, and recognize the work of their peers. 
The National HCBS Conference will include federal, state, and local policymakers and those who administer, manage, and deliver waiver and other HCBS programs. The Conference always sees a strong presence from U.S. Health and Human Services ranging from the Administration for Community Living including AoA, Office of Disability, and IADD to CMS, HRSA, SAMHSA, Office of Developmental Disabilities, and other federal agencies.
Click here to learn more about the conference and register!
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DIPLOMATS
want to meet you
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The magic happens when Eye to Eye gets face to face.
Meet and hear some Eye to Eye Diplomats.

DATE: May 11 from 11:00am to 12:00pm EDT
U.S. Department of Education
PCP Auditorium, 10th Floor, 550 12th St., SW
Washington, DC 20202

Eye to Eye's mission is to improve the life of every person with a learning disability by supporting and growing a network of youth mentoring programs run by and for those with learning differences, and by organizing advocates to support the full inclusion of people with learning disabilities and ADHD in all aspects of society.
 For more information, click here.
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Click here for the latest issues of the VDA Weekly E-mailing.
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