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The Department of Justice (Department) is considering revising regulations that implement Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) to establish specific technical requirements to make services, programs, or activities offered to the public by state and local governments accessible via the Web.  
The Department is issuing a Supplemental Advance Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (SANPRM) in order to solicit public comment on technical requirements of the web sites of state and local governments. 
In 2010, the Department issued an Advance Notice of Proposed Rulemaking titled Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Disability; Accessibility of Web Information and Services of State and Local Government Entities and Public Accommodations. The purpose of the 2016 SANPRM is to solicit additional public comment specifically regarding the regulation implementing title II, which applies to state and local government entities.  Comments must be submitted by August 8, 2016. 
For complete information and to submit a formal comment, click here.
Click here to view ADA Fact Sheets.
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Transition-aged youth (18-24) who are experiencing homelessness have needs that can't always be met in traditional shelter and service models. To better inform this area of our homelessness prevention work, TAC staff recently met with clients in a program designed specifically for young adults. Participants were invited to create their own linoleum-block portraits, and to share their thoughts on home, homelessness, and what has helped them most.
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NCIL is happy to announce our 11th Annual Policy Briefing 
Thursday, July 14, 2016; 3:00 – 4:30 p.m. Eastern 
Click here to register online.  

This important presentation will to bring advocates up-to-date on national issues and federal policies that affect people with disabilities and provide participants with question and answer sessions with national leaders to ensure you have in-depth information on the issues you care about most.   

The Policy Briefing will ensure that we are fired up and prepared for NCIL's 2016 Day on the Hill! For those of you who will not be at the 2016 Annual Conference on Independent Living, this will provide you with valuable and timely information that you can use in your community. Please share this training announcement far and wide so that our issues reach many people.  

This teleconference is free for NCIL Members. There is a $25.00 registration fee for Non-Members, per call-in site. Fee does not apply per participant in group, provided the group uses the same conference line.  

The Policy Briefing will be available via teleconference and CART (captioned) webcast. You must register by 12:00 Noon Eastern on July 14 to participate in the call.  •Materials: This call will address the issues covered in NCIL’s Legislative & Advocacy Priorities Booklet (Click here for PDF or click here for plain text).
 
Please contact Tim Fuchs here with any questions.
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Click here to view this weeks newsletter, including articles about the following:
· An Update from the NCIL Housing Subcommittee
· Financial Capability Survey for Veterans and their Families
· EEOC Issues New Resource Document Addressing Leave & Disability
· Alternative Financing Program Discretionary Grant Competition FAQ
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Thursday, June 2, 2016; 4:00 – 5:00 p.m. Eastern 

Click here to register online.  

Please join NCIL on Thursday, June 2nd, 2016, at 4:00 p.m. Eastern to hear about the Department of Justice’s recent filing of a lawsuit against Greyhound Lines, Inc. and, importantly, the Claims Process that is currently underway to help compensate any person who 1) has a disability 2) traveled or attempted to travel on Greyhound between February 8, 2013, and February 8, 2016, and 3) during that travel or attempted travel experienced disability discrimination. This historic settlement will allow for compensation of all individuals who file valid claims on or before November 10, 2016 and is intended to remedy the nationwide practice of disability discrimination that the United States alleges occurred on Greyhound. DOJ Trial Attorneys Nabina Sinha and Anne Langford will discuss the resolution, the Claims Process, and will be available to answer questions.   
Click here to read more about the settlement.  

This teleconference is free for NCIL Members. There is a $25.00 registration fee for Non-Members, per call-in site. Fee does not apply per participant in group, provided the group uses the same conference line.  
The Policy Briefing will be available via teleconference and CART (captioned) webcast. You must register by 12:00 Noon Eastern on June 2nd to participate in the call.   
Please contact Tim Fuchs here with any questions.
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Each year we see new versions of ‘ADA Notification’ bills get introduced in Congress. To this point they have failed to move, but they are continuing to build support. This year alone we’ve seen three bills introduced, which NCIL’s ADA Civil Rights Subcommittee wrote about in last week’s WAM (click here to view). The common thread among all three bills, as well as previous iterations, is that they require people with disabilities to wait even longer to exercise our civil rights. If any of these bills pass, people with disabilities will be the only protected class of individuals required to wait a set amount of time for our rights to be recognized. Twenty-six years after the ADA was passed, this is unacceptable.  

This Thursday, the House Judiciary Subcommittee on the Constitution and Civil Justice will be holding a hearing on “Examining Legislation to Promote the Effective Enforcement of the ADA’s Public Accommodation Provisions.” NCIL’s Executive Director, Kelly Buckland, has been invited to testify. Kelly will be discussing the importance of the ADA and the significant harms that these bills would cause if passed.  

In a recent statement by Congressman Ted Poe (R-TX), he said that the intent behind H.R. 3765 is to protect American businesses from “cash-hungry attorneys and plaintiffs” who will “file a lawsuit and make some cash.” This has been the intent behind all of the ADA notification bills we’ve seen, and these efforts are sorely misguided. The problem Congress is trying to fix will not be solved with these bills, because it is not a problem with the ADA. In fact, Title III of the ADA does not authorize damages; any monetary damages for accessibility violations are based on state laws in only a handful of states.  

Additionally, H.R. 3765 takes ADA notification bills to a new and even more dangerous level. First, it prohibits people from sending any type of pre-suit notification alleging a violation of section 302 or 303 of the ADA without including a list of specific information, and it makes it a crime to file without meeting these requirements by imposing a criminal fine. Second, the business owner or operator then has 60 days to provide a ‘written description outlining improvements that will be made to remove the barrier,’ and an additional 120 days to ‘remove the barrier or make substantial progress in removing the period.’ Only after that can a civil action be taken.  

It is shameful that after 26 years, businesses may be given so much additional time to comply – or even just ‘make substantial progress’ toward complying – with the ADA. Even worse is the possibility of being fined for trying to have our rights enforced!  

Members of the House Judiciary Subcommittee on the Constitution and Civil Justice need to hear from NCIL members around the country about the dangers of this bill. These three bills would create additional barriers to filing a complaint under the ADA, making the law – and our rights – even harder to enforce. Please contact the House Judiciary Subcommittee on the Constitution and Civil Justice at (202) 225-3951 and tell them why you oppose these bills! Then send an email to Chairman Franks and Ranking Member Cohen’s staffers. We have drafted a letter (below) for your convenience, and please feel free to change as necessary. Click here to contact Chairman Franks’ Deputy Chief Counsel, Zachary Somers. Click here to contact Ranking Member Cohen’s Legislative Director, Matthew Weisman. In light of the hearing on Thursday, please contact them as soon as possible!  

Draft letter to the House Judiciary Subcommittee on the Constitution and Civil Justice:  

Dear (Member)  
I’m writing to you today to express my opposition to H.R. 3765, the ADA Education and Reform Act of 2015. This bill, along with H.R. 241 (the ADA Compliance for Customer Entry to Stores and Services (ACCESS) Act of 2015) and H.R. 4719 (the Correcting Obstructions to Mediate, Prevent, and Limit Inaccessibility (COMPLI) Act) poses significant risks to the people with disabilities and our ability to access our communities.  

While the intent behind these bills is to protect American businesses from “cash-hungry attorneys and plaintiffs” who will “file a lawsuit and make some cash,” these efforts are misguided. The problems you are trying to fix will not be solved with these bills, because they are not problems with the ADA. In fact, Title III of the ADA does not authorize damages; any monetary damages for accessibility violations are based on state laws in only a handful of states.  

What this legislation would do is make people with disabilities wait even longer to see our rights recognized. If any of these bills turn into law, we would expect to see much less voluntary compliance with the ADA. Twenty-six years after the passage of the ADA, that is unacceptable.  

We are also very concerned about the language specific to H.R. 3765 that would impose criminal fines on individuals filing a pre-suit notification that does not meet specific requirements. In no other civil rights legislation is it a crime to file a complaint!  

People with disabilities deserve to have the same level of access as people without disabilities. The ADA ensured us the right to equality, and these bills threaten to erode that right.  

Sincerely,  

(Your Name)
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CIL-NET Presents...an IL Conversation via Teleconference
Inclusion of Veterans

Presented by
Mark Derry, NCIL Board Member and NCIL/APRIL Veteran's Subcommittee Co-Chair
and
Sarah Launderville, Executive Director, Vermont Center for Independent Living

June 10, 2016
3:00 - 4:30 PM Eastern

Join us to learn about: 
•	Veteran Subcommittee (NCIL/APRIL) CIL recent survey results
•	Resources for working with veterans
•	Examples of how CILs are including veterans
•	Upcoming advocacy work
Join the conversation via our teleconference line 281.404.1544 using PIN 9558554. 

For more information, handouts, CART, recording, and transcripts, click here.

To access the print materials on June 10th, and the audio recording and transcript following the teleconference, log on to http://www.april-rural.org. 
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Click here for the latest issues of the VDA Weekly E-mailing.
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Note: The web links in this document may change over time. DARS does not attempt to refresh the links once the week has passed. 
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