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Register now for the 2016 Virginia Governor's Housing Conference on Nov. 16-18 in Roanoke, Virginia. Join us for Virginia's largest housing event packed full of educational sessions led by experts in housing, finance and community development, as well as amazing networking opportunities with colleagues from across the commonwealth.  Click here for more information, including registration.
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The Disability Law Center of Virginia is looking for the public's feedback and on how to focus their advocacy and resources for the coming year.  The dLCV Public Input Survey 2016 is available here.

Colleen Miller
Executive Director
disAbility Law Center of Virginia
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Click here to read this issue of The Insider.  This issue highlights the following:
· Waiver Redesign Informational Calls with DBHDS 
· Catalyst for Change Awards Dinner
· Register for The Arc of Virginia State Convention
·  
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By Megan Kirshbaum, PhD, Founder and Executive Director, Through the Looking Glass

Through the Looking Glass (view information for TLG here) is a nationally recognized center that has pioneered research, training, and services for parents with diverse disabilities and their families. Advancing the rights of parents with disabilities is included in the work of many programs and grantees within ACL, TLG is one example.  
As many families celebrate Father’s Day today, it is important to remember people with disabilities still often face profound familial, legal, medical and societal barriers to parenthood. 
An estimated 4.1 million parents in the United States are parents with disabilities. Founded in 1982, TLG’s work has been about the transition to parenthood–a beautiful and profound experience –but also a stressful transition for most parents and couples with or without a disability.  It is a transition that benefits from extra supports.
In the early years of TLG, it was a common complaint of parents with disabilities that the transition was more difficult because of the lack of role models; fortunately this has changed, particularly with the help of communication through social media.  Many parents can extrapolate from their expertise working around other barriers, and bring their problem-solving ingenuity to the new realm of parenthood.
For parents with vision or physical disabilities, including pain or fatigue, TLG has found over 25 years, that babycare adaptations/ adaptive strategies can ease the transition to parenthood, preventing over-stressing the body and making babycare enjoyable.  
It’s important for parents to anticipate social barriers they may face in putting together supports.  From the beginning of TLG we found that parents with disabilities who had the means to fund extra supports for parenting, such as babycare adaptations or personal assistance or accessible vans, had a smoother transition into parenthood than those who were living in poverty.  There is still a critical lack of publically funded resources for low-income parents with disabilities and their children. 
One of the most alarming barriers to parenting for people with disabilities is the heightened risk of having custody of a child challenged or removed based on bias regarding a parent’s disability status.  
Click here to read the full blog and explore resources for parents with disabilities.  
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The Virginia Disability Commission has set meeting dates for the rest of 2016. The Commission is interested in hearing from the public on issues of concern to them. There is a public comment opportunity at every meeting. The meeting dates are as follows:

Tuesday, July 19th at 10 AM 
Tuesday, September 27th at  2 PM
 Tuesday, October 18th at  10 AM
All meetings will be held in House Room C of the General Assembly Building in Richmond. Work Group meetings may be held an hour prior to each meeting. Further information and an agenda will be provided prior to each meeting
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By Edwin Walker, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Aging
Today marks the 17th anniversary of a landmark Supreme Court decision. In Olmstead v. L.C.  the Court ruled that people who need assistance with activities of daily living such as eating, bathing, dressing and walking cannot be unnecessarily segregated. They must receive services in the most integrated setting possible. 
This decision, based on the Americans with Disabilities Act, has great implications for older adults. 
All people should have the opportunity to live, work, retire, and contribute to diverse neighborhoods and communities, regardless of age or disability. The Olmstead decision has helped make that vision a reality for older adults and people with disabilities alike. In the 2006 and continued in the 2016 Reauthorization of the Older Americans Act (click here to view), Congress directed the Administration on Aging and state aging agencies to reshape the system that provides long-term services and supports to include more home-and-community-based services, expanding the concept and reality of aging in place. 
This is just one example of a shift in funding, policy, and attitudes toward community living that reflects the spirit of the Olmstead decision.  As a result, more and more Americans are living in the settings they choose and are engaging in their communities throughout all stages of their lives.
Olmstead is for all of us, and with an estimated 10,000 Americans turning 65 each day, it has never been more important to the aging community. I hope you will join me in adding the anniversary of the Olmstead decision to your calendars of dates to celebrate. 
For more information on how Olmstead helps older adults:  
· Click here to view the Issue Brief from the Justice in Aging Journal on the impact of the Olmstead decision and the Americans with Disabilities on older adults.
· Click here to view the Issue Brief from the Center for Policy and Evaluation, Administration for Community Living
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Montgomery County and the City of Richmond will each receive $2.5 million for a regional comprehensive community- based strategy to expanding the availability of affordable housing and creating more opportunity for community residents to succeed. 
The HTF funding that is supporting the VCI commits the final portion of the fund for the FY14-16 $8 million appropriation (click here to view that announcement). The Governor announced awards for the second round of competitive loan pool and homeless reduction grants in January.
"The Vibrant Community Initiative channels vital funding to affordable housing in central Virginia, which in turn fosters economic growth and job opportunities for communities that need it most," Governor McAuliffe said. "We want to ensure that every Virginian has the opportunities to succeed and this starts with investments at the local level in housing, schools, and infrastructure. By combining state and federal resources, this pilot program will serve as a foundation for future economic investments and local initiatives across Virginia as we continue to build our new Virginia economy."

Click here to view more about the VCI Funding!
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[bookmark: _VDA_Weekly_E-Mailing_2]Seventeen years ago today,  the Supreme Court decided in Olmstead v. L.C. (Olmstead) that under the Americans with Disabilities Act, people with disabilities cannot be unnecessarily segregated and must receive services in the most integrated setting possible. This landmark decision is at the core of ACL’s mission and has caused a shift in funding, policy, and attitudes toward community living that has improved the quality of countless lives of people with disabilities and older adults. 
In 2015, the Workforce Investment and Opportunities Act (click here to view WIOA document) took another step toward codifying the spirit of Olmstead, adding transitions as a fifth “core service” provided by Centers for Independent Living. CILs know better than anyone how important transition services are. But in a time of limited resources, the increased expectations that accompany a mission expansion can seem daunting. 
We have to remember that supporting transition is not really new for all of us. Empowering people with disabilities to live in the community and assisting youth in making the transition from school to adulthood have been the heart and soul of the independent living movement. WIOA makes the importance of this work explicit.
So how do we do it?  One of the most exciting ways we can enhance the capacity of the IL networks, and provide the fifth core service within the limits of existing resources, is to expand the partnerships and collaboration with organizations outside of the traditional IL networks.
Some, if not many, CILs have already begun building these relationships. We can all share experiences and best practices and learn from each other’s successes and setbacks.  
Read my full blog here and learn about a few examples of how partnerships can help Centers for Independent Living and State Independent Living Councils do what they do best:  empower people with disabilities to take charge of our futures, with the services and supports we need to live our lives to the fullest. 
We want to learn from and share your partnership successes, too.  Share your stories here.  Thanks for all you do to make the promise of Olmstead real for people with disabilities of all ages!
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President Barack Obama looks at a painting presented to him by artist Lois Curtis, center, during their meeting in the Oval Office, June 20, 2011. Joining them are, from left, Janet Hill and Jessica Long, from the Georgia Department of Labor, and Lee Sanders, of Briggs and Associates. (Official White House Photo by Pete Souza)

Summary: Today we celebrate the Supreme Court decision establishing that the unjustified institutional isolation of people with disabilities was a form of unlawful discrimination.  For the last eight years, the Obama Administration has led vigorous Olmstead enforcement efforts that have breathed new meaning and real life into the Supreme Court’s community integration ruling so that individuals with disabilities can experience success and self-determination.

Click here to view full story.
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Click here for the latest issues of the VDA Weekly E-mailing.
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Note: The web links in this document may change over time. DARS does not attempt to refresh the links once the week has passed. 
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