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The independent living community was deeply saddened by the loss of one of its great mentors.  Theresa Preda passed away peacefully last week after a brief illness.  She was a tireless advocate and leader in the Independent Living movement.  Theresa served as the DARS Director of Independent Living for nearly thirty years and was a founding member of ADAPT and the National Council of Independent Living. She was well-known for her vibrant, feisty personality and her abounding commitment to independent living. DARS is a memorial service to honor her later in summer or early fall.  
From Commissioner Rothrock:

I come to you with great sadness to share the news that one of our esteemed, valued, and, beloved by many, colleagues, Theresa Preda, died earlier this week.  She had a fall in February and additional medical complications resulted in her most untimely death.  She distinguished herself for three decades as our leader in the Independent Living program that changed our agency and the manner in which we serve Virginians with disabilities.

But even before she came to our agency in the late 80s, she was a pioneer and hero in the birth of the IL movement nationally.  As one of the few women in the movement, she shaped the IL philosophy and, with other heroes like Ed Roberts, defined disability advocacy.  Her efforts helped form the most effective disability advocacy organization—ADAPT.  Her vision and commitment also helped create the National Council on Independent Living.  Hearing her tales of protests where she and others chained themselves to gates and busses exemplified the very best of civil disobedience.  She will always be remembered by me as she packed quite a wallop for such a small person and her voice, sometimes difficult to understand, was always heard!
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Her introduction to our agency to lead a fledgling IL unit was exciting and often challenging.  New terms and concepts like consumer direction and control, empowerment, peer counseling, advocacy, and community integration were introduced by her and soon began to get traction.

Her IL program grew from a handful of federally funded CILs to a statewide network of effective community organizations.  Our state is unique in that we are one of the few states with more state funds than federal funds--due largely to her leadership and sound advocacy strategy.

As additional community based programs emerged at our agency and in other state agencies like our case management and PAS programs, her influence was invaluable and shaped these new programs based on the principles she espoused.

I personally have valued her partnership, and in this morning’s reflection on her passing, I can readily  assert that she has served as the conscience of our agency—always ready to be sounding board to assure that her solid IL philosophy is reflected in all that we do.

She will certainly be missed but not forgotten. To honor her I would hope that we could all reflect on her career, her philosophy, her indomitable spirit, and integrate them into our own actions and more importantly our thinking of what we do, how we do it, and how it best mirrors her work and life.

We are planning a memorial service to honor her later in summer or early fall.

Jim
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Click here to view the obituary. Condolences may be sent to the family care of: 

Delores Selby
414 Klein Road
Zelienople, PA  16063-3530
Dolores.H.Selby@wellsfargo.com
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July 12, 2016 - The Administration for Independent Living (ACL), Independent Living Administration (ILA) recognizes there is a need to develop capacity building within existing Centers for Independent Living (CIL) for serving individuals with disabilities in Indian Country.  
Through a new funding opportunity ACL intends to:
· Gain an increased understanding of service needs of Native Americans with disabilities living in Indian Country; 
· Improve cultural competence in regards to the needs of specific tribal organizations targeted by current CIL grantees; 
· Capture lessons learned and best practices for outreach and service delivery for Native Americans with disabilities, a traditionally under-served population. 
To achieve these goals, ACL is seeking applications from existing CIL grantees to develop capacity and demonstrate how to provide the five CIL core services in Indian Country.  
ACL, ILA will fund a demonstration project to place Independent Living (IL) Specialists who are culturally competent on the needs of Tribal Communities in the areas that the CIL serves and knowledgeable in IL services for the purpose of developing capacity and providing services in Indian Country. 
With this funding opportunity ACL plans to fund three (3) grants for three years with one year budget periods.  Each budget period will have a minimum of $200,000 and a maximum of $250,000.
If you are interested, please review the full Funding Opportunity Announcement at www.grants.gov. (HHS-2016-ACL-AOD-IL-0184 Native American Independent Living Demonstration Project)The due date for applications is 08/16/2016. If you have additional questions please contact Corinna Stiles at corinna.stiles@acl.hhs.gov
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Please Join the Southwest ADA Center in collaboration with the Great Lakes ADA Center for an ADA Legal series webinar on "Service Animals, Emotional Support Animals, Pets, and The Law" on Wednesday, July 20th at 1:00 p.m. central.   
 
 
During this session we will cover the federal law and provide a sampling of the state law regarding service animals and assistance / emotional support animals in public settings, housing, and transportation. Service animal types and training will be reviewed for context. The choice of law issues will be the focus, though --- the difference in definition under the ADA, FHA, and the ACAA. Special emphasis will be given to clarify the different regulatory approaches under the DOJ, DOT and HUD regulations, as well as state law approaches that protect a wider array of animals and users and provide penalties unavailable under federal law. The session will involve review of legislation, regulations, guidance, case law and recent news items regarding service animals and claimed service animals.

Registration is required to participate in this webinar. Visit the Great Lakes ADA Center registration site here. Click on the Log In or New Account tab to sign up.

Sessions are presented via a fully accessible Blackboard Collaborate Platform. For first time users it is recommended that you prepare your technology prior to the session. 

For more information about this platform visit here.  Under the First Time Users option choose "Blackboard Collaborate Web Conferencing- First Time Users". For more information about the training, click here.

We hope you will join us, Wednesday, July 20, 2016! 

contact us: Southwest ADA Center
800-949-4232 or 713-520-0232 v/tty
© Southwest ADA Center, All rights reserved
Accessibility Statement
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July 12, 2016
ACL recently announced grant awards totaling over $1.2 million to help older adults gain access to quality legal services.  These awards are designed to help improve the quality of life of elders at risk of abuse, neglect, or financial exploitation in their communities.
The Model Approaches to Statewide Legal Assistance Systems (Model Approaches) demonstration grants are designed to help states expand and improve the capacity of their legal service delivery networks to effectively respond to priority legal issues impacting seniors in the most social or economic need. The awards will become effective on August 1, 2016 and will provide 8 states with funding in the amount of $1,244,154.
ACL awarded Phase I grants to State Units on Aging in Tennessee and Wisconsin, and Phase II grants to State Units on Aging in Connecticut, Florida, Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, Vermont, and Virginia.Learn more about the grant awards and how each state plans to use the funding.
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The Governor's Housing Conference connects Virginia's affordable housing providers with funders, lenders, realtors, nonprofits, public officials and resources to improve housing in Virginia's communities. The conference provides stimulating and thought-provoking information and educational sessions led by experts in housing, finance and development. Each year more than 800 people from throughout Virginia participate in the Governor's Housing Conference to take advantage of excellent professional development, incredible networking and valuable training opportunities. It is Virginia's largest and most comprehensive affordable housing event of the year.
The sponsors of this Governor's Housing Conference have set aside funds to be used as scholarships for nonprofit organizations. Nonprofit organizations are an important part of the delivery of housing and community development services, but due to budget restraints, may not be able to attend the conference. Student scholarships will be geared toward those students who are majoring or interested in the delivery of housing or sheltering services, community or economic development or other appropriate activities designed to sustain healthy and safe communities.  
Scholarships cover the cost of the conference registration only. Applications will be ranked based on financial need and statement of interest. Applicants who have not received a scholarship in the past will be given priority. The deadline for the receipt of application packets is 11:59 p.m. on Friday, Sept. 2, 2016. Applications should be completed, signed, scanned and emailed to andriea.ukrop@dhcd.virginia.gov
	



		 Nonprofit Organization Application




		Student Application




		STAY CONNECTED:

		
	
#VAGHC
	
	


http://www.vagovernorshousingconference.com/
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COURSE DATES: August 8-26, 2016
REGISTRATION DEADLINE: July 22, 2016
 
COURSE LEVEL: Introductory
 
TARGET AUDIENCE: SILC executives, staff, and members. CIL staff and board may benefit as well.
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES: Upon completion, participants will be able to:
•	Identify the laws and regulations governing SILCs.
•	Describe the composition and duties of the SILC.
•	Describe how SILC activities are funded.
•	Discuss creative and innovative approaches to address the SILC duties.
The course utilizes a participant text and the Internet for participant interaction. The text is designed to provide sufficient background information to make it possible for all students to assume an active role in online discussions. The centerpiece of the text will be a series of scenarios and exercises, most of which will be assigned for discussion and debate. Additional readings and videotapes will be required to enhance the participant's understanding of the topic.
 
FORMAT: Participants will read assignments in the online course manual, complete exercises assigned by the instructor, and interact daily with the instructor and other students in an online discussion forum. Participants can access the course Web site at any time of the day or night. This can be done from any computer with an Internet connection. Participants should plan on spending 1-2 hours each day reading assignments, completing course work and participating in the discussion.
 
INSTRUCTOR: Ann McDaniel is the Executive Director of the West Virginia Statewide Independent Living Council (SILC). She has both a Master's and Bachelor's Degree from Marshall University in Huntington, WV. Ann has worked in the independent living and advocacy field since 1985, beginning with eleven years at the Mountain State Centers for Independent Living in Huntington, WV. Under her direction, the SILC has sponsored, organized, and conducted seven West Virginia Disability Caucuses since 1997 and the WV Youth Disability Caucus in 2005.
 
A full course calendar is on the ILRU Website.
  
You may register online or by mail. Online registration is encouraged. 
For mailed registration, complete, print and mail the form found here. 

The mailing address for registration is:
ILRU/ONLINE LEARNING
TIRR Memorial Hermann Research Center
1333 Moursund
Houston, TX 77030
.
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July 14, 2016
The NIDILRR-funded Great Lakes ADA Regional Center will host an audio conference: Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Anniversary Update: Celebrating 26 Years on July 19th, 2-3:30pm ET. Representatives from the U.S. Department of Justice, Civil Rights Division, and the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission will provide updates on current enforcement activities as well as new technical assistance and training activities from their agencies. The session will include a question and answer period. Registration is free and required and continuing education credits are available.
Learn more about the ADA National Network and the ten regional centers that provide information, guidance and training on the ADA. This information is tailored to meet the needs of business, government and individuals at local, regional and national levels.
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The Administration for Community Living (ACL), Office of Nutrition and Health Promotion Programs (ONHPP), in collaboration with consultant Tim McNeill, invites you to the Business Acumen webinar entitled, Becoming a Medicare Provider and Targeting Dual Eligible Beneficiaries. The webinar is scheduled for Tuesday, July 19 from 1:00 – 2:30pm EST. 

This question and answer webinar will include essential approaches for community based organizations currently working with, or looking to work with beneficiaries that qualify for both Medicare and Medicaid (Duals). Participants will also have ample opportunity to ask any other Business Acumen related questions through the chat function and via the phone live, during the webinar. This webinar is part of a monthly series that features discussion of various business acumen topics in an inviting Q&A format.  

Webinar Presenter and Facilitator: 
Tim McNeill, Independent Health Care Consultant
Phantane Sprowls, Program Analyst, ONHPP

Please register for the webinar here
More information:
Links to previous webinars
Please send any questions to Phantane Sprowls: phantane.sprowls@acl.hhs.gov
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Click here for the latest issues of the VDA Weekly E-mailing. 
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Note: The web links in this document may change over time. DARS does not attempt to refresh the links once the week has passed
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—— “I often wonder what my

0 life would have been like
if the ADA had been the
LAW as | was growing up.
The landmark law has
changed the fabric of our
country reminding us that
EQUALITY in all facets of
life should be the norm.”

- Theresa Preda
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VRA members attend ADA Rally
in Washington, D.C. on March
12, 1990.

(Left to right) President
Elect Don Johnston, Sandra
Howie, Theresa Preda,
President Mary Kaye Padgett
and Johanna Wallace.

The rally attracted 1,000 from
all over the country to show
support of the ADA.
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