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Click here to view these stories on the VBPD Newsletter!
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 Are you or a youth you know trying to make it to the 2016 APRIL Youth Conference on October 21, 2016? Struggling to find all the funding to make it? Contact our Youth Programs Coordinator, Sierra Royster, to see if you can receive a youth scholarship from our Youth Steering Committee! We will be awarding them weekly until September 9th. 
Email: april-sierra@att.net   Phone: 919-567-3602

Return to Top
[bookmark: _Setting_Sail:_Providing_1][bookmark: _Upcoming_ADA_Legal][bookmark: _Notice_Inviting_Applications]Financial Management for CILs Online Course Registration Deadline is August 26!
COURSE DATES: September 12-30, 2016
REGISTRATION:  $100

REGISTRATION DEADLINE: August 26, 2016
  
PURPOSE: This three-week course is designed to instruct centers for independent living in the critical importance and "know how" of sound fiscal management. . 
 
COURSE LEVEL: Introductory to Intermediate
 
TARGET AUDIENCE: CIL executives, financial managers, and other managers, as well as board members. The course may also be of benefit to SILC staff and members.
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES: Through this course you will learn:
•	key components of sound fiscal management 
•	appropriate roles for board and staff financial oversight
•	how to develop budgets
•	how to understand fiscal reports and use them in effective program management 
•	how to identify fiscal risk management controls
FORMAT: Participants will read assignments in the online course manual, complete daily exercises, review supplemental materials through the course website, and interact with the instructors and other students in an online discussion forum. Students will have an opportunity to learn about and share best practices. Students can ask and receive responses to their questions about sound financial management from the instructors and from their peers. Please plan on dedicating one to two hours per day for the class.

INSTRUCTORS: Maria Stepanyan &  Paula McElwee

For more information and registration, click here.
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Memo of Opposition to H.R. 5902, the Disability Community Act, which Interferes with the Provision of Community-Based Services in Order to Fund Institutional Settings
The National Council on Independent Living strongly opposes H.R. 5902, the Disability Community Act.  
Despite the purpose implied in the name, H.R. 5902 actually interferes with the provision of community-based services which enable people with disabilities to live in the community, while at the same time providing significant Federal funding to institutional providers serving one small segment of the Disability Community – individuals with developmental disability and intellectual disabilities.  
The Act was created in response to recent changes to the FLSA overtime regulations, which raise the salary threshold for workers who are exempt from the payment of overtime. These regulations impose costs on a wide range of providers including those that provide community-based services as well as operators of institutions. In response to these increased costs, H.R. 5902 increases the Federal Medical Assistance Percentage (FMAP) to 90% for Intermediate Care Facilities (ICFs) and waivers serving people with intellectual and developmental disabilities.  
H.R. 5902 only addresses the needs of a small segment of the Disability Community – those receiving services from providers that serve individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities. 
Although the name of H.R. 5902 suggests broad-based support for the entire Disability Community, the legislation only focuses on funding providers that serve a very limited segment of the Disability Community: people with intellectual and developmental disabilities.  
According to a 2012 Census Bureau report, there are 51.5 million adults with disabilities in the US. The same census data indicates that less than 2.2 million of those individuals have an intellectual disability or other type of developmental disability.  
Based on these numbers, people with intellectual and developmental disabilities only account for about 4 percent of the Disability Community, which means that H.R. 5902 fails to address the needs of 96% of the Disability Community.  
H.R. 5902 adds Medicaid funding to a provider base that already receives a disproportionate level of funding based on the size of the population. 
Despite the significant differential in the size of the populations, Medicaid spending for Home and Community Based Services (HCBS) for people with intellectual and developmental disabilities is comparable to the Medicaid HCBS funds spent serving aged and physically disabled individuals. In 2013, Medicaid spent $31 billion on HCBS for people with intellectual and developmental disabilities while spending just 14.9% more than that on HCBS for all aged and physically disabled individuals ($35.7 billion). 
Although the aggregate spending suggests there is a disproportionate level of spending on services to people with developmental and intellectual disabilities based on population size, the hourly rates clearly substantiate the issue and illustrate the problem. Even though direct care workers tend to be paid about the same amount in both systems, the intellectual/developmental disability (ID/DD) service providers receive a much higher hourly rate. For example, New York State reported in its Community First Choice State Plan Amendment that ID/DD providers receive between $38.51/hour and $39.00/hour for community habilitation services while personal care – the comparable service for aging and physically disabled individuals – is only reimbursed between $17.41/hour and $20.21/hour. The differences in rates are based solely on diagnosis – not the level or severity of disability. In fact, individuals with physical disabilities requiring complex ventilator care and other health related tasks like catheterization and tube feeding receive the lowest reimbursement rates (on average $17.41/hour).  
H.R. 5902 funds Intermediate Care Facilities (ICFs) that are institutional and other settings that are currently being reviewed for compliance with federal rules to determine whether they are truly community-based. 
The increased federal match in the Act is dedicated to funding Intermediate Care Facilities (ICFs) which are institutional settings that segregate individuals with intellectual or developmental disabilities. H.R. 5902 also allocates funds to other waiver-funded settings, however under rules published in 2014 by the Department of Health & Human Services, states have up to five years to ensure that community-based services are provided to people with disabilities in settings which conform to the requirements of the rule. Although funded under HCBS waivers, ID/DD services may be provided in congregate settings (comparable to ICFs) that segregate people with intellectual and developmental disabilities. At this time, it is unclear how many of those HCBS settings will still be considered “community-based” after the five-year review period is completed. Consequently, even the funds allocated for ID/DD HCBS may still be supporting segregation and isolation of people with intellectual and developmental disabilities.  Read more here. 
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The U.S. Departments of Education and Labor are proud to announce the publication in the Federal Register of the following final rules implementing the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA):
· WIOA: Joint Rule for Unified and Combined State Plans, Performance Accountability, and the One-Stop System Joint Provisions - Final Rule
(Effective Date: October 18, 2016)
· State Vocational Rehabilitation Services Program; State Supported Employment Services Program; Limitations on Use of Subminimum Wage - Final Rule
(Effective Date: September 19, 2016, with the exception of 34 CFR 361.10; 34 CFR 361.23; 34 CFR 361.40; and subparts D, E, and F of part 361, which become effective October 18, 2016)
· WIOA: Miscellaneous Program Changes - Final Rule
(Effective Date: September 19, 2016, with the exception that the removal of part 388 becomes effective October 1, 2016)
· Programs and Activities Authorized by the Adult Education and Family Literacy Act (Title II of WIOA) - Final Rule
(Effective Date: September 19, 2016, with the exception of subparts H, I, and J of part 463, which become effective October 18, 2016)
· WIOA: Department of Labor-Only - Final Rule
(Effective Date: October 18, 2016)
The final rules, along with several guidance documents, are available at the RSA WIOA Home Page.
Return to Top
[image: ]
[bookmark: _Register_for_Free_1]Register for Free Advocacy Workshop Immediately Following Housing Virginia's Most Vulnerable Conference! 
[image: ]
There is still time to register for this year's Housing Virginia's Most Vulnerable Conference! 
Click here to register.
Registration will open on Wednesday, August 24th at 8am. The conference will officially begin at 9 am with a plated breakfast during our opening plenary. So plan to arrive early to sign in and grab your seat!
After breakfast and an opening plenary on criminal justice, we will begin our breakout sessions. The theme for this year's conference is Integration. Sessions will explore the integration of homelessness with other related sectors. Click here to view a draft agenda of the conference!
We are also excited to announce that the conference will be immediately followed by a free advocacy workshop, from 12:30 to 2:30pm that will include lunch.
This informative and interactive workshop will focus on advocating effectively for housing and homelessness policy initiatives. You will learn the basics- from how Virginia’s legislative process works to how to communicate effectively with legislators. By the end of the workshop, you will be excited to create strong relationships with your representatives and ready to advocate for your priorities in your home districts and at the General Assembly! You will also learn about the current legislative priorities of the Virginia Housing Alliance and the supports that VHA can provide you when you are ready to reach out to your state legislators to educate them on the critical work you do in their districts through office visits or project tours.
Separate registration for this advocacy workshop is required. Register here.
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The public is invited to submit comments on ACL reporting systems collecting data on the Long-term Care Ombudsman and Adult Protective Services (APS) programs.

National Adult Maltreatment Reporting System:  ACL has working with federal and state administrators, researchers, service providers and others since 2013 to design, develop, and pilot the National Adult Maltreatment Reporting System (NAMRS). NAMRS seeks to provide consistent and accurate national data on the exploitation and abuse of older adults and adults with disabilities, as reported to state APS agencies.  Click here to submit comments on the proposed data elements, values, and definitions through September 7.
National Ombudsman Reporting System:  Since 1995, state Ombudsman programs have used the National Ombudsman Reporting System (NORS) to record their advocacy, education, and complaint-resolution services to individuals in long-term care facilities. ACL is proposing revisions to NORS to improve the reliability of data and the clarity of instructions and definitions.  Click here to submit comments through October 7.
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CIL-NET Presents...A National On-Site Training

Affordable, Accessible, Integrated Housing: Expanding Options for People with Disabilities
August 23 - 25, 2016
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

August 15th Registration Cutoff!

Registration Fee: $150.00  
  
CIL-NET is organizing this outstanding training opportunity to make sure that you and your co-workers are equipped to help individuals find housing, all while increasing the stock of affordable, accessible, integrated housing in your community!  

Please join us in Pittsburgh this summer to learn from leading housing experts in Independent Living and housing advocacy.

For more information and registration, click here.
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To:            All Members of the National Rehabilitation Association
 
From:       Patricia Leahy, Director of Government Affairs
 
Re:           Definition of Disability Broadened by the Justice Department
                 in the Final Rule to Amend the ADA Regulations

Date:        Wednesday, August 17, 2016
 
For those of you who read on the run, this Washington Wire deals with the Final Rule to accompany the regulations to amend the ADA Amendments Act of 2008.
 
The U.S. Department of Justice issued its Final Rule, which was printed in the August 11, 2016 edition of the Federal Register, on the regulations that accompanied the ADA Amendments Act of 2008.
 
In its Final Rule, the U.S. Department of Justice is clarifying who is protected under the ADA and, in doing so, significantly broadened the scope of who is protected under the ADA to include, but not limited to:  individuals with cancer; diabetes; epilepsy; Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD); learning disabilities, and others.
 
More specifically the Final Rule states:  
 
 "In response to earlier Supreme Court decisions that significantly narrowed the application of the definition of "disability" under the ADA, the Congress enacted the ADA Amendments  Act to restore the understanding that the definition of "disability" shall be broadly construed and applicable without extensive analysis."
 
The Justice Department further stated that:
 
"This final rule clarifies Congress' original mandate that eliminating discrimination against people with disabilities requires an expansive definition of what disability means and who the law covers", said Anita Gupta, head of the Justice Department's Civil Rights Division.
 
"The Justice Department's regulation sets forth clear new rules, new examples, and detailed guidance to ensure the courts covered entities and people with disabilities under the ADA."
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Click here for the latest issues of the VDA Weekly E-mailing. 
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